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Motecta - Musica Quatuor Vocum - Liber Primus

25. Surgit Christus cum tropheo

Lyrics, Tempore Paschali Adrian Willaert
Editor, Anthony Maydwell 1490-1562

Christ is risen with a trophy, already the lamb bas become a lion in solemn victory.
He has defeated death through His own death, he has opened the gates of Hell thanks to His death.
Here is the lamb that hung, and on the Cross redeemed all the flock of sheep.
Him for whom, while no one took pity, Magdalene was consumed by flames of grief.
Say, Mary, what did you see while you were contemplating Christ’s Cross?
I saw Jesus being stripped and lifted to the cross by the hands of sinners.
His head, crowned with thorns, the face covered with spit and full of scratches.
Say, Mary, what did you see while you were contemplating Christ’s Cross?
The nails that pierced HIs hands, a lance that wounded HIs side and the source of life run dry.
Say, Mary, what did you see while you were contemplating Christ’s Cross?
Him commend His spirit to the Father and bow His head and breathe out HIs soul.
Say, Mary, what did you do after you lost Jesus?
I joined the crying mother, brought her home and threw myself onto the earth and grieved for both of them.
Say, Mary, what did you do after you lost Jesus?
Then I prepared perfumes and went to the grave; I did not find whom I had loved, my grieving was thus doubled.
Oh, Mary, do not cry; now Christ is truly risen.
It is certain, through many proofs I saw sings of the Risen.
Trans.: Schola Cantorum Basiliensis
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