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While my heart was consumed by the worms of love and burned in an amorous flame,
I sought on solitary and wild hills the scattered footprints of a wandering wild creature,

and I dared, singing, to complain of Love and of her who seemed so cruel to me;
but wit and rhymes came scantily at that age to my young and faltering thoughts.

That fire is dead and a little marble covers it:
if only it had gone on growing with time, as it does in others, into old age,

armed with the rhymes of which today I am disarmed, with a mature style
I would, speaking, have made the very stones break and weep with sweetness.
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