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34. Quando fra l'altre donne ad ora ad ora
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Editor, Anthony Maydwell

Lyrics, Petrarch, Rime Sparse 13

(trans. Robert M. Durling - Petrarch’s Lyric Poems)
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When among the other ladies Love appears over and over in her lovely face,
by as much as each is less beautiful than she, by so much grows the desire that enamours me.

I bless the place and the time and the hour that my eyes looked so high, and I say:
“Soul, you must give great thanks that you were found worthy of such honour then.

“From her comes the amorous thought that, while you follow it,

sends you toward the highest good, little valuing what other men desire;

“from her comes the couragious joy that leads you to Heaven
along a straight path, so that already I ascend with hope.”

Adriano Willaert
1490-1562
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