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All'lllustrissimo et Eccelentissimo Signor il Signor Donno Alfonso d’Este Prencipe di Ferrara

32. O invidia nemica di virtute
Madrigali a quinto voci

Editor, Anthony Maydwell

Lyrics, Petrarch, Rime Sparse 172 Adriano Willaert
(trans. Robert M. Durling - Petrarch’s Lyric Poems) 1490-1562
https://rism.online/sources/1001167257

O Envy, the enemy of virtue, you who gladly fight against good beginnings,
by what path did you so silently enter that lovely breast, and with what art do you change it?

You have plucked up by the roots my salvation: you made her think me too fortunate a lover,
she who for a while accepted my humble and chaste prayers and now seems to hate and refuse them.

But though with bitter, cruel gestures she weeps at my luck and laughs at my weeping,
she cannot change even one of my thoughts;

though she kill me a thousand times a day, I shall still love her and hope in her;
for even if she terrifies me, Love gives me confidence.
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