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Il Lauro Verde (1591)

23. Mentr'io fuggia schernito

Mentr'io fuggia schernito

L'ombra ria d'un ALLORO,

One molt' anni in van sperai ristoro;
Non mi volendo Amor perder' ancora
Tra via m'apparue, e piu leggiadra, e verde
Femmi vedere altronde

Fiorir virgine fronde

D'un LAURO giovinetto,

De la cui ombra uscia tanto diletto

Di tanti rari, e si soavi canti;

Ch'io de' bei rami santi

Vago divenni, e qual' hor torre' | verde
Non puo folgore, o verno;

Cosi a me fia 'l desir ne 1'alma eterno.

While I flee scorned

the shadows of a LAUREL,

or for many years in vain [ hoped for refreshment;
Love, not wanting to lose myself, still

in the street appears to me,

and more graceful and green

than I see the virgin branches

of a young laurel blossom,

from whose shadow so much delight

comes out of so many rare, and sweet songs;

that [ became distant from

the beautiful holy branches, and what green tower
could be more dazzling, Oh, winter;

so to me is the desire in the eternal soul.

Lyricist, Anonymous Alessandro Milleville
Editor, Anthony Maydwell 1521?-1589
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