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Il Lauro Verde (1591)

16. Pianto gentil

Pianta gentil, che co' bei rami ascendi

Alo stellante Cielo;

Lauro mio verde, e verde al caldo, e al gelo
Ch'adorno il mondo di bellezza rendi:

Deh perche non poss'io

Quello in carte spiegar, ch'o nel desio?
Ch'io farei del tuo honore

Arder Apollo, e innamorare Amore.

Gentle plant which grows with beautiful branches
to the starry heaven;

My green laurel; green in the heat and in the frost
that adorns the world with beauty:

Why can't I explain

what I desire?

I would honour your

ardour, Apollo, and fall in love with Love.

Lyricist, Anonymous
Editor, Anthony Maydwell

Nicolo Peruve
fl. 16th century
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