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Il Lauro Verde (1591)

10. Ninfe leggiadre, e voi almo Pastori

Ninfe leggiadre, e voi almi Pastori,
Correte a gara in queste parti, e'n quelle
Cogliendo herbette, e fiori

Di piu vari colori,

Per tesser vaghe ghirlandette, e belle

A i crin del mio bel, verde, e novo LAURO.

O felice ristauro

Del mio passato error:

Te ne ringratio Amore;

Poi che da infida a si fida ombra, e grata
M'hai posto; ond'io gioisco,

E sol di si dolce aspect mi nutrisco.

Graceful nymphs, and dear Shepherds,

frolic in these parts,

and in them picking herbs, and flowers

of the most varied colors,

to weave pretty garlands, and beautiful

in the crown of my beautiful, verdant, and young Laurel.
O happy restoration

from my past error:

Love, to you I am grateful;

that from the treacherous one who trusts shadow,

and grateful you have placed me elsewhere; Whence I rejoice,
and only from such sweet aspect am I nourished.

Lyricist, after Lorenzo Giucciardi Giaches de Wert
Editor, Anthony Maydwell 1535-1596
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