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Lyricist, Anonymous
Editor, Anthony Maydwell

Canto

Sesto

Alto

Quinto

Tenor

Basso

Il Lauro Verde (1591)

4. To vidi Amor con pargoletta mano

Io vidi Amor con pargoletta mano
Scoccar da l'arco mille sue quadrella

In questa pianta bella;

Ma con tutta sua forza

Sempre feriva in vano

La tenerella scorza.

Io risi: ei se n'accorse;

E scusando si diffe, non sai forsé

Che non puo il folgor del Signor de I'Etra
Far piu de quel, che fa la mia faretra?

I saw Cupid with his little hand

shoot from his bow a thousand quarrels

into this beautiful plant;

Yet with all the strength he could muster

he constantly struck
the tender bark in vain.

I laughed: and excusing himself he mused,

'Perchance, do you know that

the thunderbolt of the Lord of Mount Etna

can do no more than my quiver?

Giovanni di Macque
(c. 1550-1614)
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