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White and singing swans, that sang of the dry leaves

false virtues and pretended honours; here, where at the banks of the waves

of the noble King of rivers lamented the cruel fall

of the rash Phaeton sisters, 

exalt the new laurel beyond the stars.

Exalt the new laurel beyond the stars, pretty and graceful nymphs,

and here and there shall of the murmuring stream

and the twittering birds, the banks, the hills and the deep valleys

resound, such that the breeze carry the green laurel

from the Indians to the Africans; and you, Naiads of the rivers and springs,

to the sound of liquid crystals lead sweet and amorous dances.

Perform sweet and amorous dances, leaping satyrs and nimble

fauns and sylvan spirits, united in competition. Now here, now there,

on graceful and swi feet tread rough and secret paths:

and you shepherds, leaving your huts, with your waxed reedpipes,

raise to the heavens the honours of the green laurel, white and singing swans.

Luca Marenzio

b. Brescia c.1553 d. Rome 1599

c

Il Lauro Verde (1591)

Lyricist, Anonymous

Editor, Anthony Maydwell

I. Bianchi Cigni

&
c

&
Ú Úc

&
Ú Úc

&
Úc

&

‹

Ú Úc

w w œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ# ˙ œ ˙

w
˙

Ó w ˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
Ó ∑

w w

∑

w

w w œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ# ˙ œ

w
w



°

¢

°

¢

Ci gni,- - e ca no- ri,- -
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i fal si- pre gi,_e- fin ti_ho- no- ri- -
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