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XXIV. Che giova posseder cittadi e regni

What good is it to possess cities and kingdoms,
and to dwell in palaces of great authority,
and to have servants around you who reign over empires,
to dress in purple, to eat in gold [with gold plate, cutlery and utensils],
to be sung [praised] by sublime minds,
and to have voluminous arches [vaults] full of treasure,
with great fame traversing from pole to pole,

lying in a cold and lonely bed?
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