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X. Qual canzon ti debb’io

Translation

What song should I sing to you, Tirsi, my heart?

Sing, beautiful Amaryllis: “Non ti sdegnar, o Filli.” [“Don’t be disdainful, oh Filli”]
Will you grant your desire if I sing: “Dolcissimo ben mio"? [“My sweetest love”]
No, that entices me more “La bella pargoletta.” [“The beautiful little girl”]

But first, my dear, if you sing, Tirsi would wish to embrace Amarilli.

When Amarilli has Tirsi in his bosom,
the water will be fire and the clear sky will be earth.

Alfonso Preti
fl. 1586-1592
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