Il Secondo Libro de Concerti

Andrea Gabrieli

Anthony Maydwell, Editor
1532/1533 - August 30, 1585

Translation (Petrarch - Rime Sparse, 161)
O passi sparsi, O pensier vaghi e pronti, O tenace memoria, O fero ardore,
O scattered steps, O errant and ready thoughts, O tenacious memory, O fierce ardour,
O possente desire, O debil core, O occhi miei (occhi non gia, ma fonti);
O powerful desire, O feeble heart, O my eyes, not just eyes, but fountains;

O fronde, onor de le famose fronti, O sola insegna al gemino valore;
O laurel leaves, honour of famous brows, O sole banner of the twin bravery;
O faticosa vita, O dolce errore, Che mi fate ir cercando piaggie et monti;
O wearisome life, O sweet error, which makes me go searching across shores and mountains;

O bel viso, ove Amor insieme pose Gli sproni e 1 fren ond' mi punge et volve Come a lui piace, e calcitrar non vale;

O beautiful face, where Love placed together both reins and spurs, with which he pricks and turns me as he pleases, and my refusing means nothing;

O anime gentili ed amorose, S'alcuna ha 'l mondo, et voi nude ombr et polve; Deh, ristate a veder quale e 'l mio male!
O kind loving souls (if therer are any in the world), and you, naked spectres and dust, ah, stay to see how great is my misfortune.
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